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Deputy Chief, Forest Service, National Forest Sys-
tem, USDA; Gregory Bell, Lieutenant Governor of
Utah; and public witnesses.

TRANSNATIONAL DRUG ENTERPRISES
THREATS

Committee on Quersight and Government Reform: Sub-
committee on National Security and Foreign Affairs
held a hearing entitled “Transnational Drug Enter-
prises Threats to Global Stability and U.S. National
Security from Southwest Asia, Latin America, and
West Africa.” Testimony was heard from. public
witnesses.

FINDING BUILDING BLOCKS OF THE
UNIVERSE

Committee on Science and Technology: Subcommittee on
Energy and Environment held a hearing on Finding
the Building Blocks of the Universe. Testimony was
heard from Dennis Kovar, Director, Office of High
Energy Physics, Department of Energy; and public
witnesses.

RECOVERY ACT TRANSPORTATION
INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRESS

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure: Held a
hearing on Recovery Act: 225-Day Progress Report
for Transportation Infrastructure Investment. Testi-
mony was heard from Ray H. LaHood, Secretary of
Transportation; John Cox, Director, Department of
Transportation, State of Wyoming; and public wit-
nesses.

MISCELLANEOUS VETERANS MEASURES

Committee on  Veterans’  Affairs: Subcommittee on
Health held a hearing on the following: H.R. 1017,
Chiropractic Care Available to All Veterans Act;
H.R. 1036, Veterans Physical Therapy Services Im-
provement Act of 2009; H.R. 2504, to amend title
38, United States Code, to provide for an increase in
the annual amount authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to carry out com-
prehensive service programs for homeless veterans;
H.R. 2559, Help Our Homeless Veterans Act; H.R.
2735, To amend title 38, United States Code, to
make improvements to the comprehensive service
program for homeless veterans; H.R. 3073, To
amend title 38, United States Code, to direct the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish a grant pro-
gram to provide assistance to veterans who are at
risk of becoming homeless; H.R. 3441, To provide
for automatic enrollment of veterans returning from
combat zones into the VA medical system. The Sub-
committee also had a draft discussion on Homeless-
ness and Graduate Psychology Education and Psy-
chiatric Service Dogs. Testimony was heard from
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Representatives Filner, Herseth Sandlin, Hare,
Teague, Rodriguez, Nye and Arcuri; Peter H.
Dougherty, Director, Homeless Veterans Programs,
Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs, De-
partment of Veterans Affairs; and representatives of
veterans organizations.

PENSION PLAN FUNDING LEVELS
INVESTMENT ADVICE

Committee on Ways and Means: Held a hearing on
funding levels of defined benefit pension plans and
the rules that apply to investment advice. Testimony
was heard from public witnesses.

UPDATE ON SECURITY CLEARANCE
REFORM

Permanent  Select  Committee  on  Intelligence,  Sub-
committee on Intelligence Community Management
held a hearing on Update on Security Clearance Re-
form. Testimony was heard from Jeffrey Zients, Dep-
uty Director, Management, OMB; John Berry, Di-
rector, OPM; David Shedd, Principal Deputy Direc-
tor, National Intelligence, Office of the Director of
National Intelligence; Brenda Farrell, Director, De-
fense Capabilities and Management, GAQO; and Beth
McGrath, Assistant Deputy Chief Management Offi-
cer, Department of Defense.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

NEW PUBLIC LAWS

(For last listing of Public Laws, see DAILY DIGEST, p. D1114)

H.R. 3614, to provide for an additional temporary
extension of programs under the Small Business Act
and the Small Business Investment Act of 1958.
Signed on September 30, 2009. (Public Law
111-66)

S. 1677, to reauthorize the Defense Production
Act of 1950, and for other purposes. Signed on Sep-
tember 30, 2009. (Public Law 111-67)

H.R. 2918, making appropriations for the Legisla-
tive Branch for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2010. Signed on October 1, 2009. (Public Law
111-68)

H.R. 3607, to amend the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 to extend the funding and expenditure au-
thority of the Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to
amend title 49, United States Code, to extend au-
thorizations for the airport improvement program.
Signed on October 1, 2009. (Public Law 111-69)



